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COMMITTEE. of ASSOCIATION, 


Appointed at he adjourn Gn en . of the 

© CovunTy of Yours, held on the 281 Day of March, 

1780, preſented - to the GENERAL MzezTING of the 
| County of Yorx,. beld. on the 1975 Day of 
Nene, 1782. PO 
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held on the 28th day of March, 1780, having entered 
into an Aſſociation, in order to ba mug Ati their Joint 


+1 EK in a pacific OW” the ne of, 


I; One or more Bills'to correct Profuſion i in che 8 of 
Public Money, to regulate the manner of making Public Con- 
tracts, and the mode of keeping and paſſing Public Accounts; to 


; reduce nn en of fmt. have to "ew the 
A „ ee en Abuſes 
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Abuſes of Sinecure Places and me vnmerited. by Public | 


Service: | e . 


II. A Bill to eſtabliſh greater Equality in the Repreſentation of 
the People in Parliament, by allowing the ſeveral Counties of the 
Kingdom of Great- Britain to elect, in due proportion, one hun- 
ared Knights at leaſt, in addition to the der umb; : 
0x # 1 14 5 3 7 
II. A Bill to ſhorten the Duration of Parliaments to: a term 
not exceeding three years; 


* 3 


reite of 44 Gentlemen, 
appointed at a former meeting of the County, together with Sir 
William St. Quintin, Sir W. Anderſon, Mir. T. Weddell,” Dr. 
Swainſton, or any twenty- one of them, to act as a Committee of 
Aſſociation, to add to their number, and to take ſuch legal and 
conſtitutional meaſures, as to them might appear moſt Expectient, 
for promoting the object of their „ R 

The be ee of Aſſociation, in wa 510 wir OA 
ment; held their firſt meeting on the agth of March, 1780, add- 
ed ſeveral members to the Committee, and appointed a ſtanding 
Sub- Committee for the purpoſe of ts 1 Iver, 
; N the a eee of * nes. 1 | 

15 

On ow 1 Y of April, 19804 the Committee called . 
by the 8ub- Committee, under the authority granted them by a 
reſolution of the Committee on the agth of March, voted thanks 
to John Dunning, Eſq; and Thomas Pitt, Eſq; for their reſpec- 
. motions in the ns of — on 1 6th of April, 
7 | | r 
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Sa affirming che «Qual oxiftence'of the Orienttices Cs | | 
of by the Petitions of the People, and aſſerting the right and i 
* of that e to ane eee 2 ne redreſs. 
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3 the ad a ail" TT: tle ennie met e * 
aha adjournment on the 29th of March; and paſſed Reſolutions, 
thanking thoſe Members of both Houſes of Parliament, who had 

. uniformly eppoſed the coercion of America to unconditional ſub- _ 
miſſion; alſo thoſe Members of the Houſe of Commons, who 
ſupported the Bill for preventing certain Officers of the Revenue 
from voting at any future election of Members of Parliament; 
and alſo the forty-one Lords who ſupporteil the Contractors 
Bill 3 at the ſame time eenſuring his Majeſty's Miniſters, who, by 
the rejection of that bill in the Houſe of Lords, had manifeſted 
their determination to preſerve entire that Unconſtitutional In- 
fluence of the Crown, which the Houſe of Commons 
ed ought to be diminiſhed; and alſo voting that Miniſter to be an 
Enemy to the Liberties of his Country, who ſhould adviſe his 
Majeſty to prorogue or diſſolve the Parliament, until the Houſe 
of Common ſhould have fulfilled their promiſe to the n to 
correct the Abuſes nn of in their petitions: edt aft; 
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On the 2d of Auguſt, aps WP Committee met ls a oi of 
the Sub-Committee, ata period when the nation, diſmayed by 
the abominable Riots of the Populace in London, appeared fink- 
ing into deſpondence, and diſpoſed tamely to ſubmit. to the un- 
precedented order to the Military Force to interfere, for the ſup- 
preſſion of Tumults, at- their diſeretion, without the direction of 
the Civil Magiſtrate; and when the enemies of the Conſtitution 


et % eee with too 1 ſucceſs, to obſtruct the efforts of 


« 1 | 
hs Counties, &c. for i a Redreſs of Public G 
by defaming their pacific Aſſociations, as meetings calculated to 
produce ſimilat acts of violence. On this critical and unfortunate 
emergency, the Committee having repulſed thoſe defamatory at- 
tacks, and vindicated the legal views of their Aſſociation, pro- 

ceeded to cenſure the Order for diſarming peaceable Proteſtant 
Subjects, as contrary |to- the known Law of the Land; and the 
order for the interference of the Army throughout. the Kingdom, 
for ſuppreſſing illegal aſſemblies of the People at their ſole diſcre- 
tion, when no preſſing danger actually exiſted, and when no re- 
Iuctance appeared in the Magiſtracy to do their duty, as a dangerous 
precedent, not to be juſtified on any real ground of neceſſity; and 
the Committee having exhorted their Fellow- Citizens to perſe- 
vere in an orderly ſupport- of their legal Aſſociations, recom- 
mended to all ſubſtantial Houſeholders to be ready, on the firſt ap- 
pearance of any riotous commotion, to aſſiſt in maintaining peace 


i and Mt n e e Linil⸗ ee. 


On the 40 * Auguſt; 1706. 80 ORE e en e Me. 
Burke to preſent again, in the next Seſſion of Parliament, his Bill 
for the better Regulation of his Majeſty's Civil Eſtabliſhment. 


On the 7th of September, 17805 the Committee was called 
1 W e by the Sub-Committee, on the occaſion of the premature 
Diſſolution of Parliament; and the Shetiff of Yorkſhire having 
been defired by the Sub-Committee to call a Meeting of the Free- 
holders of this County, in order that proper perſons might be put 
in nomination to repreſent them in the enſuing Parliament, and 
he having declared his diſapprobation of that meaſure, the Com- 


A in purſuance of the authority intruſted:to them by a Re- 1 
5 . e ſolution 


3 


Gs 1 


ſolution of the County” Meeting, held on the 28th of March, 
1780, did reſolve to call a Meeting of the Freeholders of York- 
ſhire on the 14th of September, 1780, for the purpoſe afore- 
ſaid; and returned thanks to Sir George Savile for his manly 
Addreſs to his Conſtituents on the 5th of * and for 1 
faithful Service in Parliament. 


1 "i 


on the 28th of September, 1789, the Committee ele 8 


| nominate Deputies on the zd of January, r to attend the 


323 


propoled General n of Deputics, in London. 


on the zd of 81 * 55 the Committee appointed the 
Rev. Chriſtopher Wyvill, Samuel Shore, Eſq; and Sir James 
Norcliffe, their Deputies, with power to meet and confer with 
the Deputies from other Counties, &c. and to.concur with them 


in an application to Parliament, for correcting the groſs Abuſes in 


* 


the Public Expenditure, and for reducing the undue Influence of 


the Crown, complained of by the Petition of this County to the 


laſt Parliament; and alſo to move the Meeting of Deputies afore- 
ſaid, to endeayour to obtain a more adequate Repreſentation of 


the People, by the introduction of at leaſt one hundred. additional | 


County Members :—But the Committee left i it to the diſcretion of 


their Deputies to determine, as circumſtances might ariſe in the 


courſe of their conference, whether a Motion for ſhortening the 
duration of. Parliaments to a term nat exceeding Three Years, 
would then be prudent and adviſable, or premature, inconvenient, 
and fit to be poſtponed to a future Seſſion of Parliament; moſt 


_ ſtrictly confining» them to ſupport. thofe propoſitions of the Af- 


ſociation by orderly means alone, by dutiful application to Parlia- 
Meat, or by ſuch other prudential meaſures as might be perfectly 


- 


2 men 8 hh > . 
b 


conſiſtent : 


"RE A * 6 2 
8 = 2 4 


; EN pay 


— 
TY 
2 2 Y 


"BET 


95 2 
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anxious to obviate every artful ſuggeſtion which might be employ- 


ed to calumniate their deſign in the ſaid appointment of Deputies, 
not only ſubmitted to general inſpeQion their Inſtructions to their 
Deputies, but alſo ſtated, in a full and explicit Addreſs to the 


Electors of Great-Britain, their views of Public Reformation, 


and the reaſons of their conduct for promoting that neceſſary work; 
and exhorting the Counties, &c. who concurred in thoſe political 
ſentiments, to co-operate with the Committee in the propoſed | 
General Deputation, they expreſſed their confidence, that, in 
the general Wreck which threatened the fortunes of the public, 
their vigorous and timely interpoſition might yet preſerve the 
Liberty and the Conſtitution of Britain. TROY 


'On the 4th of 9 0 178 t, the Colnialtics thanked the 
armed Aſſociation of the City of York, for their reſolute and 
well-timed exertions in ſupport of the Laws of their Country, 
during the vnprovoked riots which immediately followed the laſt 
election for the County; requeſted David Hartley, Eſq; to 
permit the publication of his excellent Addreſs to them, dated 
January the 3d, 17813 and reſolved to tranſmit it, with their 
recommendation, to the other Committees e the 14915 


dom. 


On the gth of May, 1781, the Deputics reported to the Com- 
mittee, the reſult of their conference with the Deputies of 
other aſſociated bodies; viz. That a Petition was preſented from 
the General Deputation to the Houſe of Commons, on behalf of 


themſelves and others their EEO, Sith, Ken with 
them 


* 


6 


them in the laſt Seſſion of the late Parliament, had e 
that honourable Houſe, that ſome remedy might be. provided 
againſt the Unconſtitutional Influence of the Crown, and ſome 
ſtop might be put to the laviſh Expenditure of the Public Money ; * 
entreating, both for the relief of the Subject and the ſafety of the 
| Conſtitution, that honourable Houſe would proceed to enquire” 


by what means theſe alarming Grievances might be redreſſed: 


That the concurrence-of the General Meeting, -in the propoſitions on 
for a Reform of Parliament, adopted by the County of York, was 


obtained ; but-neither the- Nobles nor the Houſe of Repreſenta- 


tives, having at that time appeared ſufficiently fayourable to this 


Plan of Reform, nor the people themſelves having ſupported the 
General Deputation with ſufficient vigour, it was found neceſſary 
to poſtpone that arduous taſk to a more favourable,. but, they 
truſted, not a very diſtant ſeaſon. —The Committee having approved 
the conduct of their Deputies, voted Thanks to Sir George Sa- 
vile, Mr. Dunning, and Mr. H. Duncombe, for their ready at- 
tention and ſupport to the Petition of the General Deputation, 


and exhorted their fellow- ſubjects to perſevere, Without remiſſion, 


in n pfad of the 85 of the Aſſociation. 


£ 67 4 


On the e's bY” May, OH. the Comtalitee? thanked Sit 7 5 5 
Savile, in terms of peculiar approbation, for having attended 
Parliament, notwithſtanding a very n ſtate of health, to 
oppoſe the late ſcandalouſly extrayagant Len: 


4 


On the 17th of October, 1781, certain information having 5 
been received by the Committee, that the Clergy of this Aſſocia- 
tion had been cenſured by high Authority, and their efforts in 
ſupport of the Conſtitution of this Country, treated as foreign to | 

| [FO | | the 


„ 2 — 2 3 ry —— — 
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66 * 


ah function of a Clergyman, and nat the Road to Fs et, 
the Lay Members of the Committee, after aſſerting this undeni- 
able truth, That a Proteſlant, by entering into Holy Orders, does 
not abandon his Civil Rights, voted Thanks to thoſe Reverend 
Gentlemen who thus preferred the public good to their own pri- 


vate emolument.—And the Committee conlidering, with deep Te- 
gret, that their conduct, although ſtrictly conformable to Law, 
and uniformly directed to the ſupport of meaſures which alone 
can RESTORE THE ConsTITUTION, was till groſſly miſrepre- 
ſented by men alike hoſtile to the Liberties of Britain, and un- 


ſcrupulous in their mode pf attacking them, reſolved once more 
to refute thoſe malicious cavils in a free Addreſs to their Country- 


men, pointing out the progreſs of Corruption, lamenting the de- 


cline of the Conſtitution, and fully vindicating the Propoſed . 


means for its RESTORATION. In their apprehenſion to rectify 


a diſordered Legiſlature, muſt indeed he a work of the greateſt | toil 


and difficulty; but there is yet, in the independent part of the com- 
munity, a fund of vigour adequate to the talk, and the ancient 
ſpirit of the Conſtitution ſtill affords unexhauſted reſources for a 
lawful, orderly, and effectual interpoſition ; far, therefore, from 
wiſhing to promote confuſion, or to prompt their fellow-citizens 


to deeds of violence and deſperation, they exhorted them, with 
.. conſcientious ſincerity, to confine their efforts within the bounds 
of legality; but within thoſe bounds reſolutely to oppoſe that 
ſyſtem of Parliamentary Corruption, which is alike the bane of 


—_— 9 and the ruin of N Liberty. 


* 


on the amn of April, 1782, the Committee thanked the TN 
pendent Majority of the Commons Houſe of Parliament, who, on 


0 the 27th * F * laft, reprobated the W proſecution of 


offenſive 


(CD 
Offenfive War on the Continent of N orth- America; for the pur- 
poſe of reducing the revolted Colonies to Obedience by Forcę; 
expreſſed the fulleſt confidence in thoſe avowed opponents of Cor 
ruption, with whom, on the conſequent diſmiſſion of the late 
profuſe and dangerous Adminiſtration, the powers of Govern-- 
ment had been entruſted; but conceiving the taſk. of Govern- 
ment, in that moment, to be arduous beyond the difficulty ex- 


perienced in any former period, they reſolved to poſtpone to the 
31ſt of October calling a General Meeting of the County of 


Vork, in order to ſubmit to their Conſtituents the neceſſity of 
preſenting a Petition to Parliament in the next Seſſibn, for a Re- 

dreſs of that fundamental Damen che W Repreſeneatem 
of the People in Parliament. 


On the 31ſt of October, 1782, the committee reſolved to re- 
a the Frecholders of the County of Vork, to meet for the 
conſideration of that een, e on the 19th Day” = 
December, N. 850 1 9 f | as 2 = 


ae * X P g 
. ; 


In this aided narrative every tcl "OT OT by 4 the . 
Committee of Aſſociation, in purſuance of the truſt committed 


to them by the County of Vork, has been related; and they are 
happy to lay this brief, but full Account of, their tranſactions be- 
fore the County on this occafion ; When, they truſt, they ſhall 


not be thought to- have poſtponed too long the ſurrender of their 


delegated Powers, or-to have been difinclined 1 to ſubmit their con- 
duct to the judgment of their Conſtituents ; faults which would 
merit peculiar blame in men who ſo ſeverely reprobate the 8ep- 
tennial Duration of Parliament. For more than two years they 
have laboured in the proſecution of that Political Reform which 

C was 


( 12 ) 

was pointed out by the County as the object of their commiſſion. 
On every proper opportunity it has been their zealous endeavour. 
to promote the wiſhes of their | Conſtituents, - by expreſſing their 
gratitude to thoſe diſtinguiſhed Senators by whom the Public 
Cauſe was promoted, by paſſing votes of Cenſure on thoſe men by 
whom it was obſtructed ; by recommending; to the nation, in re- 
peated Addreſſes, to ſupport the demand of Reformation; ſtating 
the profuſion of the Public Expenditure, the. propriety of an 
Oeconomical Retrenehment, and the urgent neceflity of an effec- 

tual Correction of Abuſes in the frame and duration of Parlia- 
ment, and alſo by appointing Deputies, inſtructed in concurrence 

with the General Deputation, to petition the Houſe of Commons 
for a Redreſs of thoſe great National Grievances. i Fact bc 


Such was the purpoſe for which this County firſt aſſembled, 
and reſolved to aſſociate; and ſuch have been the efforts of this 
Committee for the attainment of that end. If the end itſelf be 
laudable, the means ſurely muſt be deemed unexceptionable. In 
times of danger to the Conſtitution, popular Combinations 
are the proper and the only effectual means to defend it: And 
although men, who profeſs -much concern for Order and Regu- 
larity, while they diſcover little regard for the Rights and Privi- 
leges of the Nation, may diſlike all Aſſemblies of the People, yet 
| the Committee truſt that, in their exertions, the ſtricteſt exami- 


nation by men moſt averſe to popular Meetings, will not be able 


to point out the ſmalleft breach of any duty preſcribed by the 
Laws of their Country : They ſhall he little apprehenſive of Cen- 
| ſure on other . if their conduct ſhall merit the approba- 

| tion 


(183 

tion of this Aſſembly, as having been faithfully directed to Public 
Good, _—_— to the intention of their original be cooper 

The Cilnmintes cannot ; cloſe this Riport, confiltilitly with 
their duty to this County and to the Public, without. declaring. 
their Sentiments remain unaltered, that a melioration of Parlia- 
ment, on the principles of the Aſſociation, muſt be obtained, or 
the Liberty of Britain cannot long be preſerved; for althoꝭ ſome- 
thing has been laudably done for the purpoſts of Oeconomical 
Retrenchment, and leſſening the exceſſive Influence of the Crown, 
yet the beſt official regulations may ſoon be ſet aſide, the wiſeſt 
and moſt virtuous Miniſters may ſoon be diſp laced by the pre- 
valence of that corrupt Intereſt. which ſtill cabfiſts in. the Houſs 
of Commons, which its defective frame naturally generates, and 
which has already o nearly effected che Ruin. of this unhappy 


Country. 
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barer Elan, near aa. Nov. 1, 1782. 
5 I R. Hs 

FT AM directed by the Comiltite 2 Aſſociation for FR County 
of Vork, to tranſmit to you the incloſed Account of their 
Proceedings on this day, and the 31ſt. of October, which they 
requeſt you will have the goodneſs to lay before the Committee | 
of at its next OL ; 


I am alſo inſtructed to mention bo ns the Yorkſhire Com- 
mittee with to obtain a free Communication of Sentiments with 
the Committee o, on the ſubject of Parliamentary 

; Abuſes, 


« ts ) 
Abuſes, hoping, by their opinion and advice, to be enabled to 


judge what Propaſitions, for the Reformation of Parliament, it 


way be expedient to recommend to the intended General Meeting 
8 of neee Lorle the 49th; ** of Devembet 2 next. 


411 ® ? * N 71 


The Yorkſhire Ci Sides FRET 5 1 n Sadie 


Petitions adopted by ſeveral Public Meetings of great Reſpectabi- 


lity, requeſting, in general Terms, a Redreſs of Parliamentary 
dee they approve this reſpect and deference to Par- 
hament, and wiſh a ſimilar delicacy may be obſetved in the 
meaſures of the County of Vork: But it ſeems to be adviſeable 


that this Genera/ Petition of the people ſhould be ſupported by 


ſome particular Declaration of their wiſhes, in a mode as little 
offenſive as poſſible. to the dignity of Parliament; for if it ſhall 
not be known on what grounds, and to what extent the people 


deſite that the Reformation of Parliament may proceed, it may 


be foreſeen that hence inſuperable Objections will be urged againſt 
every Plan of Reformation which their friends in Parliament may 


propoſe. InsTRUCT1ONs from each Conſtituent Body to their 


reſpeCtive Repreſentatives ſeem to be the moſt obvious and unex- 
ceptionable mode, by which Parliament may be appriſed what 


Correction of Abuſes is expected by the People, and yet every 


N of en to 4088 een _ be en bonne 


If this Method of convejing the Senſe 5 the Nation to 6" "OR 


ment, and aſcertaining what Reformation there would give general 


ſatisfaction, ſhould be approved, the next important Conſideration 


would: be, what particular Propofitions of Reform, in the preſent 
State of this Country, are moſt eligible; and, if propoſed in the 


INSTRUCTIONS of any Conſtituent B are moſt likely to 


WG 3 receive 


| 

| 

| 

| | 
| 

| 
Wl 
| 
1 
| 
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| ſeveral — aboliſhed a proper 9 Compenſation for- 


{ 16 ) 


receive the general concurrence of the public : For if too exten 


ive a Syſtem of Reformation ſhould be raſhly obtruded on Par- 


liament, the whole attempt might miſcarry, and the Opportunity 
to ſecure the Liberties of England for Generations to come, might 
be irretrievably loſt. But on the other hand, every Friend to the 
Conſtitution would lament the Loſs of ſuperior Improvement, if, 
ſrom too rigid a ſcruple to extend the terms of the Aﬀociation, 
the additional Repreſentation of the Counties and the Metropolis 
ſhould be alone procured, when the Abolition of the MOST 


| OBJECTIONABLE'\BOROUGHS, in a limited degree, might 


have been obtained, ' In the Opinion of the Yorkſhire Commit- 
tee, the little decayed Boroughs, dependent on, or unduly in- 
fluenced by, the Boards of Ordnance, Treaſury, Admiralty, Vc. 


may be juſtly placed in that claſs. For what more dangerous 


Perverſion of the Conſtitution can be imagined; than THE NO- 
MINATION OF MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT BY THE 


CROWN; or what Fidelity to the Public Fruſt can be expected 
from Senators who are thus created by that Government, whoſe 
en * ought to neh and controul? | n eg 


on this 18 the Yorkſhire nn are "fre to own 
their inclination, if the Propoſal ſhould fortunately meet the Ap- 
probation of the Committee of -, and other reſpectable 
Bodies, to recommend to the General Meeting a, the e el. 
York, e e raptor e h 


1. To influ their Reobialtattitives to introduce; or to ſupport; 
a Bill in Parliament, for aboliſhing at leaſt Fifty of the MOST” 


OBNOXIOVUS BOROUGHS; providing for. the EleRors in the 


their 


9 1 
their extirnniidied Franchiſes ; and enabling them to vote, toge- 
ther with the F recholders, in Elections for Knights of the re- 


ſpective Shires to which they belong; and alſo adding an ade- 
| quate number of Members, not leſs than an Hundred, in a due, 


proportion to the ſeveral Counties and the ee 1% lanai? 
. F Ata 14:49 
2, And farther to e heir Repreſentatives to move, or to 
| pgs. a Motion for the Repeal of the ee Bill: PR: nl 


Tx "Alſo for e Proprietors of Copybold Lapds 05 Tohe- 
ritance, with Fine certain, of the clear yearly value of Forty 


Shillings, to vote at County Elections of Memhers of Parliament, 


| Span the Kingdom: 5 


* 149 22 Sa 1 ＋ 3ad bs * * 
4 - - $:þ ” * K iy 3» * * 


wy And "laſtly, to upport the 1 of any County in | 


Scotland, for ſetting afide nominal and fictitious Votes, and for 


regulating Elections te Parliament in that part of the kingdom, 


in a manner agreeable to the true intent and ſpirit of the Con- 
ſtitution. 


On the ſubject of the two laſt Articles of Reform, the Vork- 


ſhire Committee are little apprehenſive that any conſiderable Va- 


riation of Sentiment will be found among the True Friends of 


the Conſtitution—ſtill leſs can they ſuppoſe that, to the Propoſi- 


tion for the Repeal of the Septennial Bill, any material Objec- 


tion will be urged : But if the Propoſal, for a limited Disfranchiſe- 
ment of the moſt obnoxious Boroughs ſhould not receive the 
Approbation and Concurrence of a decided Majority of the Coun- 


ties and Principal Towns, which ſupport the Claim of Parlia- ; 


Mey Reformation, the Yorkſhire Committee will not heſitate 
2 a 
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2 moment to ſacrifice their wiſhes"to the preſervation of that bat. 
mony and union among the ſeveral Aﬀociated- and Petitioning 
Bodies, without which there cannot be a Probability of Succeſs. 
In that caſe they will readily ſtrike out the Article for the Aboli- 


tion of certain Boroughs, and recommend to the General Meeting 


of the County of Vork to adhere in their Inſtructions to the Se- 
cond Propoſition in their Form of Aſſociation, for reinforcing 
the ſound part of our Repreſentation, by the Addition' of One 


Hundred Members, to be praporticngily choſen by ſhe Coun- 


ties 18 the * 5 | 1 e 
8 {+4 UL. | et R 111 1 113 | * 9 2069 | 

The Yorkihire Committee having ſo freely ſu iggeſted their Sen- 
timents on theſe important Matters, do moſt earneſtly intreat the 
Committee of „with equal freedom, to communicate their 


opinion and advice, which will be received with the Lana de- 
oro and In. ä e 
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I have the Hondur to be. Six, 


. Vour moſt humble Servant, 
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" WYVILL. 15 
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The Rev. Mr. I VII. . 
* ouDpe OA, „„ 2 a 
' COMMITTEE of ASSOCIATION: 
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LIVERY: CY LONDON. 


8 Gvitolaun London, Nov. 1 6 ws 
BT R; | 


HE Combi of 'Aﬀociaticil of the Livery of Latte ace 

ceded, with much pleaſure, to the ſentiments and advice 

the Chairman of the Committee of Aſſaciation for the-County of 
York, with which they were made acquainted at theThatched-Houſe 

Tavern, at a General Meeting of all the Members of Committees 

ef the Aſſociating Counties and Boroughs then preſent in London, 

previous to the prorogation laſt ſummer. With great fatisfaction 

they have found, that the County of Middleſex, the City of . 

Weſtminſter, and other places, have alſo conformed ſtrictly to 

the Keſolution then unanimouſly taken, viz. to avoid any 
i Pro e, * ve to the OT W 1 


/ 


1 
— N « > 1 18 K — 2 
——W — ä» —B — — — 2 — —_— —— 
= 
- s # 


0 "go: 


| The wiſdom of fuch Aa application, as well as the great 


| reſpett which this Committee entertains for the Gentlemen of the 


Vorkſhire Committee, and the earneſt. defire of union and hars 
mony, ſorbad them in any manner to mention or bring forward 


g ad ENT Plan. or 1 e 


This Committee hope "i a mature 125 well-digeſied: Reform 


of Parliament, | whick they truſt will proceed from the inveſtiga- 
tion of a Committee of the Houſe of Commons. And they beg 
leave to propoſe to the. Committee of Vork the propriety of ſuſ-- 
pending or poſtponing Inſtructions to their ae pp Dank 


the fate of the. u e e is e ERAS! 


4 L ES / 
* 1 We 2 1 


Ties the honour to be,. ins 

With great ropes, Sin, 

Voor moſt obedient and . 
. e n e. n 


e e BRASS CROSBY, een 
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The following LE T T E R #s a Copy of the Anſwer 
fort by the Rev. Mr. Wu, ts Ms: Alderman 
| Crosny, Chairman of the ComwiTTEB | of | the 
Livery of Loxpox, e Wt e 
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I truſt I ſhall be able to ſatisfy the Committee, that their diſappro- 
bation of my conduct in a recent inſtance, which T obſerve, with 
much concern, conveyed in the ſame letter which has beſtowed 
upon me ſuch unmerited praiſe, is founded on a miſtaken view of 


my ſentiments and actions. 


I do admit, Sir, that at the Thatched Houſe I did object, with 
ſome reſpectable Gentlemen of other Counties, to a vote of thanks 
to the Duke of Richmond, in all the various ſhapes in which it 
was offered to the Meeting. To me, © who hold his Grace in high 
reſpect, as a firm and intrepid affertor of our Free Conſtitution, 
this was a painful oppoſition. But, in my conception, public duty 
bound me to oppoſe the reſpective motions for that purpoſe ; not 
becauſe his Grace was the propoſer of a ſpecific plan for the Re- 
formation of Parliament, but becauſe his ſpecific plan appeated to 
me impracticable, and not to be attained by any regular or conſti- 
tutional effort of the people; and therefore any reſolution of thanks, 
which might be conſtrued 5 the Public as a declaration in fayour 

e bir . D 2 „„ ine 1170 9 NM! of 85 


a 4 þ ; , 


„ 


3 0 
of his Grace s Syſtem, could only tend to defeat that more ſafe 


and moderate propoſal for reſtoring the Conſtitution, which their 


peaceful endeavours might probably obtain, In this oppoſition the 
worthy' Members of the corporation of London, then preſent, ge- 


- nerally concurred; by their influence the ſeveral motions were 
withdrawn ; and, conſequently, it became unneceſſary to urge any 


farther objections againſt the Plan itſelf, conſidered with reſpect 


to its utility in the preſent circumſtances of this Country. I do 


admit alſo, that although no formal reſolution was paſſed upon the 
ſubject, yet it was agreed at the Thatched Houle, and I concurred 
in the agreement, that it was expedient the intended Petition for 
Reurels of our Parliamentary Grievances ſhould be drawn up in 
general terms, But I certainly did not bind myſelf to avoid any 
ſpecific Propoſitions relative to the Parliamentary Reform, in any 


other mode of declaration, whenever 2 proper degree of union 


upon the ſubje@& could be accompliſhed. And I do not find the 


ether Yorkſhire Gentlemen, who had been preſent at the Thatched 


Houſe, underſtood this agreement in a different manner. At the 


late Meeting of the Yorkſhire Committee, ſeveral of thoſe Gen- 


| tlemen attended; and to their recollection the objection did not 
7 occur, when the Circular Letter was propoſed. Gs 


in my opinion, the want of unanimity among the agents of the 
people, in favour of any ſpecific plan, is the unfortunate circum» 
ſtance which threatens moſt their total diſappointment, For if no 


means can be deviſed to unite the body of the people, in ſupport of 


ſome rational and ſubſtantial improvement of the Conſtitution, their 
continued diſſentions, no doubt, will furniſh to the timid or inte - 
reſted obſtrufors of Reformation, a ready anſwer to their Petition: 


4 


«© Why ſhould Parliament admit a change, till it is known what 


— 
: 
o 
— 
”. ” - 


change will ſatisfy the nation? When the people themſelves are 
agreed what redreſs they ought to aſk, then, and not before, let 
| thladia deliberate what redreſs. they ought to grant. It is ob- 


vious 


- 


1 
3 
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10 5 | ( 23) 1 | 
vious indeed, that till that general union of the people ſhall take 
place, diſcordant Petitions, recommending to Parliament different 
ſpecific plans of Reformation, would but expoſe the people to the 
deriſion of their adverſaries. But it behoves their agents to conſider, 
that no time ſhould be loſt, no endeavours ſhould be unemployed, to 
conciliate and to unite the various friends of Reformation, before 
the ſeaſon for that work be. irrecoyeraþly. paſt. At length the 
whirl of caſual events has brought on the favourable opportunity; 
but if they omit to improve the fleeting advantage, a few ſhort 
months may fruſtrate every future attempt to retrieve their 
neglect, RN; 1 „„ a OLE L 00g 7 


The Committee of London hope for a mature and well- 
digeſted Reform of Parliament, which they truſt will proceed 
from the inveſtigation of a Committee of the Houſe of Commons.“ 
I freely own my hopes are placed upon a different foundation, viz, 
on the firmneſs and energy of the Britiſh People, pointing out the 
principle of that Reformation which they requeſt; ſpecifying the 
extent to which they deſire it may proceed; and leaving the minute 
detail of Reformation to be ſettled by Parliament itſelf : But if the 
late overture of the Yorkſhire Committee, and every other attempt 
to accompliſh. a more general union of the people, for the proſecu- 
tion of ſome ſpecific plan of Reformation of equal extent, ſhould 
prove unſucceſsful, it may be expected that any correction of Par- 
liamentary Ahufes; which may flow. from the ſpontaneous act and 
pleaſure of Parliament, will. be much inferior to that plan of Con- 
ſtitutional Improvement, which the Yorkſhire Gentlemen have 
propoſed. In my apprehenſion any change that may be made will 
alſo originate with leſs propriety, and, in point of precedent, witn 
leſs ſafety from Parliament, than from the ſpecial applications of 
the people, by Inſtructions to their reſpective Members. Such 
were my ſentiments before the Meeting of the Thatched Houſe; 
and they remain unaltered ſince, by converſation or correſpondence. 


* 


* 


e . 155 Hol 
The veneral phraſe. is, that ſomething muſt be FRI | What 
n will be done, may perhaps in ſome meaſure be collected 
from the Meſſage which I had the honour to receive from Lord 
Shelburne in Auguſt laſt; the purport of which was ſoon after com- 
municated to the Committee of London. His Lordſhip undoubtedly 
| Rands pledged to ſupport the Propoſitions of the Yorkſhire. Aﬀocia= 
tion 3-2. e. To promote the addition of one hundred Members to 
the Counties and the Metropolis, and the repeal of the Septennial 
Bill. But if Petitions, in general terms alone, ſhall be preſented 
to Parliament, and no Inſtructions ſhall be offered to our ſeveral 
Repreſentatives for the amputation of rotten Boroughs, I ſee no 
reaſon to ſuppoſe that any abolition of their obnoxious Franchiſes 
Will take place, againſt the manifeſt intereſt of many powerful 
Members of Parliament; except by the flow operation of a Parlia- 
mentary Tribunal in ſome rare inſtance disfranchiſing an unfortu- 
nate Borough on proof of Corruption too flagrant to be diſſembled. 
I am far from meaning to diſparage the meafure for reinforcing the 
und part of our Repreſentation ; If nothing better can be obtain» 
ed, I thal | be thankful even for that additional ſecurity to our free- 
dom. But I am convinced that an adequate abolition of the little 
_ Hecayed Boroughs would ſtrongiy corroborate that ſecurity; and I 
conceive that both might yet be accompliſhed by a timely. and * 
vous exertion of the People for thoſe ſpecial purpoſes, - 2 


85 With theſe impreſſions on my alin, I attended the hats Meet. 
ing of the Yorkſhire Committee; and having produged to that 
_ Aﬀembly a Copy of the Meſſage from Lord Shelburne, and ſtated 
0 them my ſubſequent correſpondence on that ſubject with his 
Lordſhip, which appeared at once to confirm the Meſſage, and to 
be improper for public inſpection at 7hat time, my production of 
che correſpondence in queſtion was not required by the Committee. 
But oh was not 3 advice to 1525 . to acquicſce in theſe 

; ' declarations 


. „ 
8 


| , ) | 11 
declarations of ſupport from Lord Shelburne. At the Thatched- 
Houſe Meeting J had oppoſed thanking the Duke of Richmond for 
his impracticable plan; at the Yorkſhire Meeting I cxhorted the 
Committee not to content themſelves with the mere Augmentation 


| of County Members, &c. which the Cabinet ſeemed diſpoſed to 0 


promote; but, as far as it is poiſible without riſquing that acqui- 
 Gition, to attempt the till ſuperior. improvement of an adequate 
amputation. of the little decayed Boroughs. What I' yentured to 
ſuggeſt on this occaſion, was honoured with the approbation of 
that reſpectable Aſſembly, and was carried into effect i in the Circular 
Letter, which the Committee of London has an mann ſen. kh 


From this e of my F conduct and ſentiments for 
ſome time paſt, I truſt I ſhall be juſtified in the opinion of that 
Committee, as having acted, in circumſtances of ſome difficulty, 
an honeſt and conſiſtent part. But this is a matter comparatively 


of ſmall moment. I am confident from this ſtate of ſome late 
tranſactions, whatever the final determination of that Committee 


may be on the ſubject of the Circular Letter, they will approve the 


caution, the perſeverance, the e zeal Ne the Yorkſhire- 


W 1 


With reſpect to the Nöte of 7 W infections” to- 
their Repreſentatives, until the fate of the General Petitions is 


decided,” which your reſpected Committee propoſes to that off 


Yorkſhire, I would beg leave to ſuggeſt one ſhort obſervation; 


| which is, That when the fate of the Petitions thall be decided, 


any Inſtructions upon the ſubje& wilt probably come too late. 


If, in conſequenee of an application in general terms to Par- 


liament, the Repreſentation of the Counties and the Metropolis 
ſhall be reinforced by the addition of fifty or fixty Members, any 


future application to the E. for aged improvement, in : 
_ = this 


mw” 


— - 3 
5 4 y 
— 6 * * 
* " 4 
” . * 
4 24 —— 
3 a 44 - . — n — 
oe 0 > — of — LEY : 5 1 p _ > — F . — 
ere — 8 2 3 * ä r S 7 — * : 
f' 2, 1 on 8 TI "2 * — 1 OO Tree: TIP — — ba PR I: W 4 n — * 1 3 * * 
a * \ 5 * rn - 9 Q 22 % n uur a — — P _— = 4 — * * 
N 7 N 1 4 7. - by 0 0 7 2 r i * * 2 27 2 by — >> En — Loom . 
FEI 5 5 7 ** . ** © "> 4 . 8 * ea 3 * * #5, b 15 hy . e pew 8 1 > : — — 7, — 3 8 3 — a \ 
bs 5 7 4 - . g ty j 11> 4 * . = r , mz * ET 4 7 — 8 i ? 4 . V 2 wh 7 2 4 by . 4 
+ 1 > - © Show, - * 1 R. 5 q ©, a rt * * — me all — ” 
he thr 2 2 N. * *. * , ky . * p RT WY LR Be he oy" — NR: : K 28 " - — e 
1 = — — 4 g er * 3 * © : N 3 ” G : * ö 
_— Ds — = . r * 88 2 5 8 . I, y 1 142 SES. 4 
4 £ $ IC A — 4128 2 * 1 . b * - * * * * ad 
- = — — b = - & l "7 0 == p 
6 — — = SRS 
— — - — — — 


A p . 
D #; 
2 *.. 
. 7 $4 *. og 
J . 
. 


—̃ʒ̃ !—ę— ——— ——— — — gr ig ere 
of * . 


32 * 


67 


this age at t leaſt, cannot with any probability be expected to ee 
the Countenance and ſupport of the nation. If therefore the Com- 
mittee of London have no objection to the Propoſitions offered by 
the Yorkſhire Gentlemen, their concurrence zow can alone be of 
any avail. If they decline giving their ſanction to that propoſal, 
from a preference to the Duke of Richmond's ſcheme, I beg leave 
to declare my firm opinion, as I did before at the Thatched-Houſe 
Meeting, that there exiſts not the ſmalleſt probability that his 
Grace's plan will be adopted by the Towns and Counties of ogg | 
IO? in ens conſiderable . 125 | 


A have the Honour to be, Sm.. 
Your e moſt obedient Servant 
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GENERAL MEETING 


FW 


county of 10 KK 


Held at (Vene on the. 135 of December, 1782, ator "iS 


Call by the Committee of Aſſociation for that County, 
purſuant to the Power intruſted to them by the Meeting 


of the County of T7 ork, held on lle 2855 Day * A Fee bi 


1780. 


HE N of che 10 enn of the Committee of 
Aſſociation was Fefe by the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, their 
Chairman: 


And a motion being made, and the queſtion put, | that ſuck 
report be now read, | | 


It paſſed in the affirmative ; and 5 fame was read a ani ver 


A motion 1 made and "ANY OE and 1 queſtion put, that 
the following Petition to Parliament be read, it paſſed in + the 


144 c 


affirmative ; and the ſame was Bona accordingly, viz. 
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Honourable hs of rg of GREAT: BRITAIN 


in PARLIAMENT aſſembled. 


The Hunble PETITION of the FREEHOLD BRS fo the 


JET. EY of FORK: -- 
" SHEWETH, | 
\HAT your eie ſenſible of the 9 00 r 
of the Conſtitution of this country, moſt ardently wiſh to 


have it maintained wa the wing ee on hich it was 


_” 


Vour en "RO tes That it-is neceſſary to the wel- 


fare of the people, that the Commons' Houſe of Parliament ſhould 
have a common intereſt with the nation; and that in the prefent 
| ſtate of the "Repreſentation of the People in Parliament, the 


Houſe of Commons do not n * the voice of 0 


7 people. | 


** nee therefore W pray this Sononctble Houſe 
to take into their moſt ſerious confideration the preſent inadequate = 
ſtate of the repreſentation of the people in Parliament, and to 
apply ſuch remedy to- this great and 8 evil, as to this Ho- 


een W m meet. r 
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And your Petitioners ſhall e ever pray, tee. | 


3 7 being made and ccd. mY the queſtion put, 


. Kg wnanimouſh, That Wir Petition be opted, and do 
| paſs as the Act * this Mevting, . „5 
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all Law and the Conſtitution lay at the mercy of an army ordered ö 
to ag at nei: difcrexig, mor hal been vain n and a 1 


'T "on ee to thoſe'£ W in 1 hovſe who Jann "al 
coercion of America to unconſtitutional ſubmiſſion, and afterwards 
to that virtuous: majority of the Commons Houſe who voted the 
_ diſcontinuance of offenſive War in America, are reſolutions fill 
leſs liable to juſt objection. They are conformable to a prior re- 
ſolution of this County; and it is manifeſt, moreover, that all 
attempts to reduce the exorbitant Power of the Crown,. or to eſta- 
. bliſh-a frugal and incorrupt expenditure of the Public Money, 5 
muſt have been unſucceſsful, till that offenſive War, the abundant 
ſource of corruption, the never- failing nne for endleſs prodi- 
ran bn _ n be en 398. d oe, Jo. +4 


F 
Ws 


11 bee As that: bong. vote 275 5 jt 2 . 
hoſtilities for the fubjugation of America, the diſmiſſion of an 
hated Adminiſtration became unavoidable, and the powers of Go- 
vernment were intruſted to men, in Whoſe wiſdom, integrity, and 
inviolable attachment to the Conſtitution the nation juſtly con- 
fided. By thoſe aealous opponents of a corrupt ſyſtem of Govern- 
ment, regulations were inſtantly eſtabliſhed, enforeing public 
frugality, diminiſhing the exceſſive. influence of the crown, and 
tending in ſome, degree to reſtore the purity and independence of 
Parliament. The upright Miniſters, . whoſe promiſe of thoſe be- 
neficial meaſyres had been ſo faithfully performed, amply merited 
N n ue 90 6 which has been ſo nn N them. 

: 805 to Sc own integrity and zeal; to 1 own vigour and perſe- 
7 n in the generous ſtruggle for liberty, the public ſtands 1 
principally indebted: And if this Committee, acting in concert 
with other deputed bodies, may be thought to have promoted this 
ſalutary 


1 
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It is true, the Miniſter of Corruption has found, that, in the 
- hour of national calamity, his accuſtomed arts were of little avail; 
at that critical period, his leſe-hardy adherents were ſtruck with 
remorſe at the wild havock made by their afliſtance in this diſ- 
membered empire; they dreaded the riſing diſcontent of the peo- 


AH: The Corniſh Burgeſſes, the Cinque-Port Barons, and the reſt of 


OO ( 34 ) 
45 falutary revolution, far from aſſuming any praiſe themſelves, they 
are proud to acknowledge the efficacy and ſucceſs of their exertions 
muſt be wholly aſcribed to the weight and influence of this great 
County, by which they have been ſo nobly ſapported. | 


; In the common joy on that happy change of councils, and on 


the conſequent correction of thoſe abuſes which had excited gene- 


ral indignation, the Committee ſincerely partake. But while 
they congratulate this Aſſembly on the advantages already gained, 
truth and duty to the public, unmingled with any meaner pur- 


poſe to diſparage thoſe atchievements, oblige them to. declare 
their deliberate judgment, that no ſolid and permanent ſecurity 


for the Rights of the Nation has yet been obtained. If that begin- 
ning of Reformation be not followed up and ſuſtained by ſome 
more durable improvement of the Conſtitution, ſhort will be the 
exultation of the public, and tranſient will be the benefits derived 


from thoſe falutary regulations. For near a century bitter expe- 
rience has proved, that, conſtituted as it now is, the Houſe of 
Commons is not proof againſt Corruption. A corrupt Houſe of 


Commons can be no check on the prodigality of Adminiſtration; 
and therefore, without a melioration of Parliament on the prin- 
cCiples of the Aſſociation, the ſame ruinous ſyſtem of Government, 

under which we have already ſuffered ſo much, muſt be expected 


* 
13 


a 


ple, and ſhrunk from the ſupport of an odious Adminiſtration. 


the 


. — 

the faithful and returned by the little venal Boroughs, were 
found unequal to the taſk of Miniſterial Defence. —Agpainſt that 
' mercenary tribe the Repreſentatives of the Counties and principal 
Towns, backed by a large majority of the kingdom, had hitherto 
contended ineffectually, but, on the near approach of ruin, their 
zeal, their unanimity prevailed, and Parliament exerted the my 
neglected DEPT. of controul. 1 en 


FR 


But cat be pen that even this tardy ate. 

pended on a multitude of contingencies, without whoſe caſual 
combination the Britiſh People might yet have been groaning, 
without a proſpect of relief, under the complicated miſery of a 
corrupt Adminiſtration, and a war of ambition, for the foreible 
ſubjugation of their American Brethren! In conformity to the 
ſpirit of that Parliamentary Reſtriction, meaſures” tending to a 
pacification with the Colonies have been negotiated; their inde- 
pendence has been proviſionally acknowledged; and hoſtilities are 
now continued, not for the conqueſt of America, but for the pur- 

oſe of defence alone, againſt a hoſt of European enemies, leagued 
for our deſtruction. In this arduous conflict, tho mighty diffi- 
culties remain to be ſurmounted, Britain may yet defend her poſ- 
ſeſſions, and perhaps wreft out of the hands of her antient foes the 
tetritories ſhe has loſt. But ſhould the ſtruggle with the Houſe 
of Bourbon be cloſed by a peace, honourable” and advantageous 
to the full extent of our expectations, what compenſation can be 
made for the waſte of One Hundred Millions of Money, and the 


Diſmemberment of the Empire? or what merit of Parliament ean 


hence be pleaded to bar the projected Reformation? In the extre- 
mity of national diſtreſs, the fears of that aſſembly have over- 
powered the influence. of corruption; and after miſchiefs have 
been permitted, which no wiſdom can ever repair, the wild career 
of ambition has been ſtopt at Taft, when it would have been mad- 
„%%% ( ( | - $2 neſs 


n 
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neſs to goon. { Is this our ſecurity againſt evil government? 'P 
this the boaſted ſuperiority of our Conſtitution ? Or, is it not 
rather the moſt deciſive proof of its degeneracy, . and the abſolute 


_ neceſſity for a Reformation of Parliament? Meaſures, leſſening the 
_ corrupt influence of Miniſters, have indeed received the recent 


ſanction of the legiſlature; but uf the root remain the branches 
will ſoon ſhoot up again; and if a few venal electors be ſuffered 
ſill to place a multitude of members as venal as themſelves in the 
Houſe of Commons, the diſpoſition to venality, though checked $ 
in the hour of diſtreſs, will again predominate in that aſſembly, 
and the means of gratification, in a different mode perhaps, will 
be. employed once more by unſcrupulous Miniſters with fatal ſuc- 
ceſs, And When extravagance, miſrule, and every ruinous at- 


_ tempt ſhall be repeated by that future corrupt Adminiſtration, we 


ſhall have reaſon to expect fortuitous events will not again 
combine to fave. us. In that caſe oppreſſive taxes muſt ſoon be 
the ruin of induſtry ; and the conſequence of ruined induſtry muſt 
be emigration, national ee * loſs of ee and the 
Pg! 11 580 of our ne, ie . 
4} But let the FER hu . if N be « etectualy 
reſtored, and Miniſters muſt ſupport their authority by very dif- 
ferent means, by the wiſdom of their meaſures, and a ſteady ad- 
herence to the true intereſt of the community. Under the pro- 


tection of their faithful repreſentatives the people would be con- 


ſeious of the ſecure enjoyment of liberty; and they would be 
fatisfied that thoſe evils from which no government is ever Wholly 
.exempt, would receive from the interpoſition of Parliament every 
alleviation, every mitigation which human wiſdom could con- 
triye On the re- eſtabliſhment of peace, there might then be a 
rational ground of hope that an Adminiſtration, at once lenient 

and at ith might WIRES. diſembarraſs our finances, 
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lighten the load of taxes, and re- animate the induſtry and droop- 
ing commerce of the community. The unrivalled power of dur 
country may be ſunk never to riſe again; but let her Conſtitution 


be reſtored, rk ee ee mort 1 a e e and r 


nation i en 
| 5 Ny pts > . 


11 the ee of {nao She ee obllacle to all im- 
provement, ſhould here be objected, this Aſſembly will undoubt- 


_ edly guard againſt that hazard, whatever it may be, by the pru- 
dence and moderation of their propoſition; but vague apprehen- 


ſions of danger will never deter them from attempting the Correc- 


tion of Abuſes, whoſe exiſtence is certain, whoſe ruinous effects 


have been recently experienced, and whoſe continuance muſt 


rove deſtructive to their deareſt intereſts. * And ſince theſe are 
the avowed ſentiments of many of our fellow-eitizens, it is the 
intereſt even of Parliament itſelf to admit ſome ſubſtantial Ref6r-' 
mation; for the very exiſtence of that aſſembly muſt be precarious, 


when it has loſt in any Ow Wy gi the en ber nme or : 


1 


wo e eee 5 545 N be feier r ff o0Þ; 
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Happily the appaticns Liſpoſition hn Nette is FRY 
approbation of the Cabinet, and, above all, the riſing ſpirit of the 


Nation, afford a proſpect of ſucceſs. If therefore it ſhould be 
the pleaſure of the County of Vork to rec appoint their Commit- 
tee to ſupport an application to the Houſe of Commons, fer a 
more equal Repreſentation of the people, and to ſhorten the dura- 


tion of Parliament, their beſt efforts ſhall be employed in their 


ſervice with fidelity and unremitted zeal, till, by the reſtoratioen 
of the Conſtitution on the general principles of the Aſſociation, 
the Liberty of Britain ſhall be . once more hoo a | fold | 


and n. foundation. 83165800 
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1 5 © With theſe ſentiments, and in purſuance of the n in- 
. truſted to them by a former Meeting of the County, the Commit- 
wdte—ee hape called their Conſtituents together, to take into their con- 
1 1 ſideration what meatures may be proper for the Redreſs of Par- 
MM . _ "Jiamentary Abuſes. But aware that the tafk of Reformation is as 
| difficult to be performed as it is neceflary to be undertaken, they 
5 have previouſly collected every information in their power, which 
micht affiſt this reſpectable Aſſembly to judge what mode of ap- 
© © plication it will be prudent to adopt. The anſwers from diffe- 
rent parts of the kingdom, to their Circular Letter of the 1{t of 
65 November, with few exceptions, concur in recommending a Pe- 
ttitition in geberal terms: But although the four Propoſitions of 
Reform, propoſed in that letter, have been received with warm ap- 
probation by Committees and Corporations of great reſpect, and 
no diſapprobation of theſe propoſitions has been expreſſed by any 
body of men friendly to the Reformation of Parliament; yet the 
Capital, ank the Counties of Suſſex, Middleſex, and Hunting- 
dan, having adviſed that the propoſal of inſtructions to your 
Members, to ſupport thoſe meaſures in Parliament, ſhould be 
3 poſtponed, your Committee are of opinion that, for the preſer- 
5 vation of union with the ſeveral Petitioning Bodies, it is expedi- 
. ent that Inſtructions from this Meeting ſhould be deferred; but 
znmnmnnot without ſome reſolution, expreſſing your approbation of thoſe 
aAArtieles of Reform. The Petition which: I am directed to lay be- 
fore the County is therefore drawn. in general terms; and I alſo 
hold in my hand two: Reſolutions, approving the propoſitions of 
Tem the Circular Letter, and: poſtponing the meaſure of Inſtructions, 
1 Which will be 19m cove <2; weer to the neee of a 
10 D | 


25 now move, 8575 Chairmas, that the Petition may be. read, | 15 | 
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Mr. H. DUNCOMRE roſe to ſecond the motion of the Rev. 
Mr. WyVvill. He begged leave to expreſs the ſatisfaction he felt 
at meeting his Conſtituents, to whom he was attached by every 
principle of duty and obligation; and he met them with the 
more ſatisfaction, as he truſted. he: had endeayoured to diſcharge 
the office they had conferred upon him with a laborious, and vl 


hoped he might add, with an honeſt aſſiduity. With reſpect to 
the propriety of the Petition; he obſerved that the original ex- 


cellency of the Conſtitution of our Government could be main · 


tained only by a due preſervation: of the balance of its con- 
ſtituent parts. The democratical part had loſt. much weight, and 
the power of the People had greatly failed by. the Inequality of 
their Repreſentation.. Indeed, the People could not, with truth, | 
be faid 79 be repreſented, if the. word: Repreſentation had any mean- 


ing in the Engliſh language-- We had long ſeen the little venal 
decayed Boroughs repreſented by. perſons · of different deſcriptions, 
to whoſe very names their Conſtituents were perhaps {trangers. 


Some wretched: Contractor, who. went to Parliament as he went 


to the Alley, in the way of ſpeculation-—Some Indian Governor, 


_ «rich with the ſpoils of plundered provinces,” who purchaſed, 


thereby, impunity to his crimes, by a vote of ready acquieſcence 
to every Miniſter and every Meaſure—mutually ſupporting, and 
ſupported by, Miniſterial Delinquency. A ftill greater Grievance 
prevailed, and a new ſpecies:of- Parliamentary Influence had been 


introduced. The Nabob of Arcot,. and the Rajah of Tanjore, 


he was confidently aſſured, had now fitting in our Parliament 


no leſs than ſeven or eight Members, whoſe ſeats they had 


purchaſed. Theſe Aſiatic Princes, Rivals in power and in- 


| tereſt, and each occaſionally connected with, or oppoſed to, 


the Engliſh Eaſt-India Company, have by corrupt means placed 
their reſpective Repreſentatives: in the Britiſh Seuate. Nay, 


| abules fill more alarming were to be apprehended. Was it 


| unfair 
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unfair to argue, that by the ſame means, though to much more 
fatal purpoſes, our natural enemies, the French, might exert the 
ſame inffuence, and their Monarch might ſeat his Emiſſaries in our 
Houle of Commons; Vet, though ſuch was the unhappy ſtate of 
our Parliamentary Repreſentation, he derived hope and conſolation 
from the ſpirit and virtue of the. People exerting themſelves for its 
redreſs, in concert with tome of the, greateſt characters of this age 
and countty. We know there are ſeveral men in high ſtations, 
Who, though of different. parties and diſcordant principles, are 
however united in this point united all in the acknowledged ne- 
ceſſity of Parliamentary Reformation. He therefore doubted not 
but, by unanimity and perſeverance, ſucceſs might ſtill be obtained, 
and. hoped. any additional argument was, needleſs to induce Jet 
We to + ahi ae Meaſure. * 


Mr. STANHOPE — to give his — — es to 1 

propoſed Petition. He ſaid he had ever concurred in principle with 
the Afaciation.of Yorkſhire,.. though, from its particular form, he 
did not think bimſelf at liberty to ſign it. He now derived ſome 
ſatisfaction from that circumſtance, becauſe it gave him an oppor- 
tunity of declaring with the greater impartiality how firmly he 
| approved of the Meaſures, and how highly he applauded the ho ot 
the integrity, and the aſtoniſhing labours of the Yorkſhire Com- 
mittee in the Public Cauſe, more particularly thoſe of their excel- 
lent Chairman. - That Gentleman, he obſerved, would not need 
his exhortations to proceed in the path he was purſuing, and what- 
ever was the ſucceſs of his labours, they would, he truſted, 
meet with the beſt of all MOL rewards——the Love and ap; 
| 8 of. his tellow-citizens. , 8 1 
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"ls regretted the Abſence. 61 Sir George Saile 1 15 Meet 
5 ing but had the e of ausn tin it, that their worthy Re- 
f preſentative 
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JEL". e * phyſicians to be og of all nies; 
from the ſevere indiſpoſition which had prevented his attending 
there. He was with Sir George on Sunday laſt; Who ſaid that 
he was ſure his Conſtituents would do him the credit to 8 
Way he ee in che e e 5 honey ever e 

N 
| Mel een now e ts Pointen befors 10 Laid,” 
that whoever conſiders the State of Repreſentation in this Country, 
muſt be ſtruck with its imperfection in a variety of inſtances. 
The Burgage Tenures, he obſerved, do not partake of any one 
quality belonging to the People: Their Members have no Con- 
ſtituents to repreſent or be anſwerable to- The only poſſible tie 
upon them is, that they are generally in' the hands of the rich, 


who, if the country ſuffers, muſt ſuffer along with it. But the 


ſame obſervation holds with regard to. the Lords, and to every 
opulent individual out of Parliament; whereas, a Member of the 
Houſe of Commons ſtands not in the light of a Nobleman, but 
rather of an Attorney or Agent acting for others. Some circum- 
ſtances relating to theſe Boroughs were; be ſaid, quite inſulting. 
There is one in the county of Suſſex, near the ſeat of a Peer, and 
his park wall has ix or eight black lone in. it, every one of which 
has a Vote for a Member ef Parliaments If we conſider the ſtate 
of Repreſentation i in this County, we ſhall find that, of the thirty 
Members which it ſends to Parliament; eighteen, are ſent; by Bo- 
roughs of private property; and of the remaining twelve many are 
far from being purely conſtituted. He thought the thanks of the 
Meeting were particularly due to a Noble Lord (Lord 3 
then preſent; who had ſtood forward in ſupport of a Parliamentary 


Reform, although he was the Proprietor of a Borough in this 
County; and had declared at the late County Meeting at Notting- 4 


ham, that no private conſideration of ** own | JOHN ſtand in the 


way of the Public Gd. T 
2 ahnen | | $ 95 Mr, 


— 


4 


r 
—— = — Pr r 


. WR 
1 — 
— — —  —— 


— — — lea 


— —. ä — — * — PET 


OW 
- 


8 92 bf 42 19 
Nr. Shops aid, it might perhaps be urged in \ favour of pri- 


vate Boroughs, that they do no Harm, but our complaint againſt 
them is, that they do n9 Good. Toevince their ſtate of, mediocrity, 
he obſerved that in the diviſions upon ſome late intereſting queſtions 


in Parliament, the Members for theſe Boroughs balanced about 


_ equally, or as 28 to 29. He then took notice of other claſſes of 


pernicious Boroughs, viz. Thoſe which for a century paſt have 


been under the influence of the Firſt Lords of the Treaſery and 
Auamiraliy, and the ſubject of continual conteſt between them; 
and thoſe which are wholly under the controul 'ef the Minter. 
There was, he ſaid, another deſcription of Boroughs ſtill worſe; 
ſuch as carry their Freedom to Market, and ſet it at a Price : Theſe, 


inſtead of controuling their Members, are controuled by them, and 


the Members themſelves purchaſing their feats as they would pur- 
cChaſe any other property, with a view towards increaſing their 
wealth, have heir Price alſo, and ſell themſelves to Miniſtry. 
Hence it is that the Nabob of Atcot has more votes in the Britiſh 
Houſe of Commons than the whole County of Vork; and, What 


is ſtill more lamentable, this evil fights againſt » the morals as well 


as the liberties of the Nation, threatening it with the fate of the 
Italians, who from a corrupted people became an e e. and 
| n. inen 0 Wor near Tony enen Fe e "IP 


15 


He laid ales; bins the a in a more pak PRC A of 
view—admitting the Houſe of Commons did ia any degree anſwer 


the purpoſes of its truſt, ſome defects might be overlooked. But 


had it done ſo? The national attention had for ſome years been 


"drawn to the unfortunate American War. He believed, at its firſt 
commencement, there might be a majority for it; but for ſome 


years paſt there was clearly a majority of the Nation againſt the far- 


© ther proſecution of it. In the laſt ſeſſion but one, at leaſt four 
2975 of the ts ee 1 . . alſo ſupported 


meaſures 


66 


meaſures for checking the progreſs of Corruption. Yet though as 
conſiderable a majority of the people, and (he; believed) of the 
Ariſtocracy too, as eſtabliſhed the ſucceſſion of the princeſs Sophia, 
were againſt it, the American War was perſevered in, and carried 
on with increaſing expence and, misfortune, ſolely by dint of the 
undue influence of the Crown over Parliament, nor at laſt deſerted 
till the unfortunate campaign of 1781. From this recent inſtance, 
it appears that Parliament, in the molt preſſing circumſtances, has 
not anſwered: the purpoſes of its truſt; Nay, it was the opinion of 
many, that, through the prevalence of the ſame influence, Lord 
North, the Miniſter whom all united to turn out, was every mo- 
ment likely to be again called into Power; therefore it was neceſ- 
ſary: we ſhould perſevere, and be upon our ene ep: ig cle ta 


aj argument had been uſed by ſome, that mand had Fi already 
done. Much indeed bad been done, The Contractors and Re- 
venue Officers bills were paſſed, and, through Mr. Burke's bills, 
ſome important &coromical regulations had been obtained. Mr. 
Stanhope here made a ſhort digreſſion in defence of that gentleman, 
who, he conceived, bad been more hardly thought of than he 
merited in the conſtruction put upon his conduct, with reſpect to 
the ſuppoſed abandoning of part of the original object of his bills. 
But this was not the caſe: The Two White Staves, the Comp- 
troller and Treaſurer of the Houſehold were ſuffered. to remain, 
| becauſe they contribute to the ſplendor of the Crown, and are 
very oſtenſible places. The Ordnance was turned over to the 
Duke of Richmond, who ſuggeſted that Mr. Burke's regulations 
therein did not go far enough. - Fewer places were aboliſhed by 
the bill of 1782, than that of 1780, becaulc mm were intern 
to be MO TY kai ld, r 


\ 
* 


as) 


* begged pardon for this digreſſion, profeſſed himſelf a deter- 
en advocate for a Parliamentary Reform, and repeated his 
former obſervation, That the man who bought would ſell: That 
the price of a Seat in Parliament was now better known than the 


price of a horſe; and that without ſuch a Reform, Parliamentary 


Repreſentation would become a mere trade. All Miniſters muſt 
have a Majority, and thoſe Majorities muſt be bought, if they can- 


not be obtained by any other means. If the plan of a more Equal 


Repreſentation ſhould not prevail, the aboliſhing places would 
prove rather a/grievance than otherwiſe, becauſe now if a man yotes 
againſt the intereſts of his Country, he is rewarded for ſo doing by 


a place. If thele are aboliſhed, he muſt be paid privately under 


the table; of courſe he becomes more Sangerous, an open enemy 
28 nin to a a ſecret one. 


He ſtated one a ata in nas of an editions 
Ge Repreſentation, which was this: That it will. emancipate 


the Miniſter from the hands of monied men; though he believed 


that the loans of the two laſt years aroſe from corrupt motives in 
the Miniſter; yet in general a Miniſter could not help himſelf, be- 
ing in the Power of monied people. The land bears the burthen 


of the War, and people will more chearfully ſubmit to that bur- 
then, when they know it is impoſed by their CN RET and 
not by ogy eee 9 Y . | AIRS» Logs i 


8 1 ha 1 pay a gresder l to . 


- ritres than to Arguments; he would therefore recur to a few 


Authorities, illuſtrating the propriety and neceſſity of the 


preſent application for a Parliamentary Reform: He then 
read the opinions of Lord. Bacon, Preſident Monteſquieu, Mr. 
Locke, Lord Bolingbroke, and Mr. Juſtice Blackſtone, on the dan- 
; ger of a corrupt influence prevailing in the legiſlative body, and 


A 


hs neceflity 10 an Equal and Virtuous Repreſentation. He alfo © 
quoted the words of the great Earl of Chatham: * That if the rot. 


ten Boroughs did not drop off of themſelves within the century, 
they muſt be amputated,” and that beautiful 'imige, uſed by the 
ſame Noble Earl, when he mentioned the neceſſity of * infuſing 
freſh health and vigour into the ſound en of our eee 
by the addition of County een | 1 Th 5 | 


_ - 


Ne adverted to the curious arguments uſed 0 the meilnge he 
was nov enforcing; at a late Meeting of th County of North- 


umberland, viz. That if we called for more county members, the 


miniſters would call for mom land-tax. This, he ſaid, was rever- 


ſing the objections againſt the American War. TREN it was denied 


that Taxation and Repreſentation go together. No they cannot be 
ſeparated, and we are not to be repreſented for fear of being taxed. 

The true anſwer to this reaſoning is, that a god Government is a 
_— one, and that 1 we are Wo ene we ſhall not be pit e. # 
11 might perhaps bo! objected. That the Wi was an 8 
time to petition Parliament. Mr. Charles Townſhend uſed to ſay, 
| Petitions were improper at two ſeaſons ; the ſeaſons of peace and 


the ſeaſons of war. In peace, becauſe they tended to diſturb the, 


general tranquillity ;- and in war, becauſe , miniſters had ſufficient. 
employment for their abilities without being troubled with Petitions: 


Mr. Stanhope, however, thought this 5 the proper time: When. 


we had felt the inconveniences refulting from a corrupt Houſe of 
Commons, it was the right moment to emancipate ourſelves from. 
the Tyranny of Miniſters. It was the proper time, becauſe the Mi- 
niſter ſolicited their ſupport, and had pledged himſelf to give his. 
aſſiſtance. The people, he obſerved, never got any thing from the 
Great, but when the Great ſtand in need of the People. He aſked 


how "_ Charta was got? — Not in a time of Pn. Finally, 
e " he 
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he exhorted that his Aſſembly, from theſe Saws; to 


perſevere in their room 8 not wehe ee but Aer we ww ene | 
with ſucceſs. IP? 


| | TT, 
Lets 


r. SWINNEY, after en eee; Mr. Beine on the rec- 


titude of his heart and the goodneſs of his ___ beg his _ | 


eft ROS of ond eee of the day. | 


Mr. EDMUNDS tte apon the preſent FOTO ſtate of the | 
en Aran ; rejoiced that a proſpect of redreſs was at hand, and 
exhorted his countrymen to unite in a firm phalanx, and tell Par- 


Harnent they expect Relief, and muſt have it; complimented the 


Committee on their able and unbiaſſed exertions in the Public 


| Caufe, and ſpoke in terms. of the higheſt reſpect of their. worthy 


Chairman, whofe conduct, he faid, was above all: praiſe. The 


Petition, he faid, was no party matter, it was neither calculated to 


embarraſs the meaſures of Government, nor diſturb the peace of 
the nation ; and he — 4755 in 'Gogt it eee be e- ee an 158 de- 


Hired ſucceſs. * | | if" a 


* GENER AL Hal e proper 951 Bir en "AT Ne 
noured him with the command of a body of his forces, and as he 


was conſequently in a different. ſituation from that in which he 


| moſt ſteady friend to Petitions of the People; and in that " houghe | 


himſelf a friend to the Crown. The Crown, he hoped, had now 


come over to the People. The intereſts of the former were inſepa- 


rable from thoſe of the latter, He hoped to ſee the Petition ſucceed, 


and to behold a free Parliament, " 3 18 Crowns" nt as 


be OPT: ee J's eee LD 
7 e fr or ptT3 | Alderman 


. 3 FE Bi 1 nn 8 a , 1 5 % * £4.18 : 2 { 
WET rs 8 V 1 
4 2 2 | f 3 KN EF. 8 Ea ! 4 
e » 
M 


( 47) 


——— Sir CHARLES TURNER came forwan, and, wich 
great emotion of mind, expteſſed, in the warmeſt terms, his eſ- 
teem and veneration for the worthy General, whoſe public avowal 
of ſentiments, ſo pure and conſtitutional, ſituated as he was, muſt 
endear him to his Fellow- Citizens. Sir Charles, alluding to the 
antient authorities quoted in favour of the pteſent· meaſure, declared 
that theſe had much leſs weight with him than the authority deri- 
ved from the wiſe and upright conduct of the County of Vork in 
its late and preſent Proceedings; and he. hoped-his children and 
grand children would prefer reading the accounts of the loyal and 
peaceable Meetings: of that County, its Committee, and their 
Chairman, held in that place, to ſtudying the claſſics- No man, he 
ſaid, could object to the Petition before them it was moderate 
and reſpectful. Sir Charles related a converſation which he held 
laſt Friday with the Chancellor of the Exchequer.— He told him he 
was coming to meet his Conſtituents, . and aſked- if he ſhould de- 
liver any meſſage from him reſpecting the Melioration of Parliament. 
Mr. Pitt anſwered;. That he. moſt certainly-meant to go fully into : 1 
the Matter after the Holidays, when he-thould be better informed _ 1 
of the ſenſe of the People of England, and when, after the Negoti- f | 
tions for Peace now pending, he might be ene to s the | 
IR conſideration it.merited.” | DO | 1 1 


A Mr. Ho GARD * t a as & held a ade in RY 
Mind of Beverley, thought it his duty to ſpeak his mind on 
the preſent occaſion. He gave the Meeting to underſtand, that he 
had the honour of being a Magiſtrate; and though not Chief Ma- 
giſtrate, yet Deputy to Sit James Pennyman, the prefent Mayor 
of Beveriey.—The Deputy then gave an account of a correſpon- 
dence he had had with his Chief reſpecting the Circular Letter 
of the Committee, ſent to different Corporations; who appeared 


by his anſwers to diſapprove of an application for a Reform of Par- 
liament, 


* 
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( 48 8 | . 
liament, as not well tiched. The Deputy alſo produced a letter 


which he recommended the Chamber of Beverley to ſend to Mr. 
Wyvill, but they declining to write, he thought it neceſſary. to be 


| Produced and read at this Meeting. It diſapproved of the Com- 
- mittee preſcribing any Plan to Parliament, and thought it a more 


adviſable ſtep to contribute to the external Defence of the Kingdom. 


The purport. of what the ſpeaker advanced, ſeemed to go to prove, 


that Beverley was not a venal Corporation, and that it ought not 
to ſuffer with the others. What language, ſays he, have I heard. 


this day—threaten Parliament !—aboliſh Boroughs !—aboliſh Cor- 
potations—iad arguments; Wihas) Span Rong a 


N Deputy ended. 


Sir WATTS HORT ON o_ that had. Sir Jones oo 
man, the Principal, delivered his opinion perſonally, it would 


| have come with better grace than by his Deputy. That the Peti- 


rion was not at all affected by any thing which had been advanced 
by the Deputy. The Letter Which the Deputy had read was only 
his own private opinion, and the Chamber of Beverley. had declined 


adopting it. He had heard of no Threat to Parliament. They 
were only demanding what they conceived to be. their Rights. No 


innovation was intended. No alteration required in the form of the 
Conſtitution. It conſiſted of King, Lords, and Commons.— 4 


fair Repreſentation in the ee as. all the; 2 n which , 


at . aa they nave nat. 


Mr. BILL took the Gme 3 The e ee 6" Gil: 
conſiſted of three parts: A King hereditary. hereditary, Peers; and 


a Houſe of Commons, which.the Conſtitution ſuppoles to be cho- 
ſen by the People. Unleſs, the People have a real, active, and ef- 
N e of themſelves in Fauna, they cannot, 


with 


0 


ae 


@) 


with propriety, be faid to have any ſhare in the Government of this 
Country. The privilege of the Commons! Houſe is, that the Peo- 
ple are to grant their own. Money by their own Repreſentatives! 
The preſent Petition, therefore, does no' more than repeat the Pe- 
tition of Rights; where it ſays, That no man ſhall be compelled 
to make or yield any Gift, Loan; Benevolence, or Tax, without 1 
the COMMON ' CONSENT» by Act of Parliament“ To prove that 2 
we are not-duly repreſented}. a ſtronger” caſe cannot/ happen than 
that of the laſt General Election, when, tho” the people were much 
diſcontented with their Members, yet, through the-preſent defee- 
tive frame of the-Houſe of Commons, they could do little towards 
the removal of thoſe Members, or (till ſome time afterwards) of the 
Miniſter they had long diſapproved!” Mr. Hoggard had objected 
that this was net a proper. time to petition: Fact and hiſtory would 
ſhew us, that the propereſt time to apply for the redreſs of a grie- 
voance, was when it was falt. An Honourable Gentleman had re- 
marked that Magna Charta was not obtained in the time of peace; 
he might have added, that the famous Bill of- Rights was alſo paſ- 
ſed upon the emergency of the caſe When preſſing grievances exiſted. 
The economical. Petition of this County was preſented under a felt 
Grievance, and it was not without its effect: The Houſe of Com- 
mons took it up, tho in a time of war; Nor indeed is it their pecu- 
liar office to be employed in the management of a war. Petition- 
ing he aſſerted to be the unalienable right of the People of Eng- 
land; as much their right as their lands or any other property; 
and, for the reaſons before arne he highly 4 of the vane 
tion al Mee py | 


The BARL: of SURREY ds ( that Mc. Wyvill * the 
other Gentlemen had ſpoken ſo fully to the Meaſures under diſ- 
cuſſion, that little more was left for him to ſay than to declare 
his entire approbation of thoſe Meaſures. He had, he. faid, 

RR EE | | 1 | lately 


(5) 

lately converſed with Gentlemen of the London and Weſtmin- 
ſer Committees, who. informed him that thoſe Committees did 

not diſapprove of the Propoſitions recommended by the Yorkſhire 
Committee, otherwiſe than on account of the inexpediency of 
offering any ſpecific Propoſitions at this time, That thoſe Com- 
mittees thought it better to petition generally, as the means of 

meeting with univerſal approbation. His Lordſhip faid, that an 
addition of County Members at be adopted: That the Duke 
of Richmond's plan was merely.theoretical, and generally deemed 
impracticable. Lord Surrey then related a converſation he had 
with his Grace the Duke of Richmond, who ſaid that he had 
ſtudied the Plan of a Parliamentary Reform from its faurce, and 
that he thought the Repreſentation not perfect, unleſs every man 
was repreſented.; but as he found it was thought impracticable, 
he. was ready to ſupport any other plan that might by the public 
be thought more likely to ſucceed. His Lordſhip ſaid, he wiſhed 
that all thoſe perſons who were oppoſite to the Petition now be- 
fore them, would have ſtood forth and avowed ſuch oppoſition- 
Only one had appeared; the Gentleman from Beverley, who need 
not be apprehenſive for the fate of that Borough, as his Lordſhip 
conceived it to be a reſpectable one. Indeed that Gentleman's at- 
tendance there ſhewed the Borough: to be conſcious of the ground 
on which it ſtood. No perſon could be againſt the preſent Peti- 
tion, except the Propietors of purchaſed Boroughs. The con- 
duct of Lord Galway, the Proprietor of the Borough of Ponte- 
fract, who came there to ſupport a Meaſure, tending to overturn 
His own intereſt, and of another Gentleman then preſent, (the 
Proprietor of half a Borough) ought to be held out as a reproach 
to thoſe men who wiſh to ſtand — with the People, and yet 
ſupport in Parliament, with all their eloquence, the with- holding 
from them thoſe Rights which Time has robb'd them of, Before 


Lord rey: fat 1 0 he non d that he was lately appointed Lord 
| Lieutenant 


Cl AY a | Cal ) 


| 3 of the Weſt-Riding of this County. but he was as in- 
dependent as ever. He was the Servant of the People, and ready 
to obey their commands. His Lordſhip concluded with obſerv- - 
ing, that the Inequality of our Repreſentation was a mortal 
| Grievance, Which, if removed,, our en would e 
chance of e Ty 


The Petition 9 tha n ——— 1 e ee a 
of the Circular Letter, and poſtponing the Meaſure. of Inſtrue- 
tions, having been adopted by . Wen Mr. en ad- 
dreſſed the Meeting Ane 1 VVV 
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Mr. CHAIRMAN. Sj e eta ted hob 
The Petition having been 3 5 ning appto- 
bation by this Meeting, I riſe without heſitation to propoſe 
the re- appointment of your Committee with its former powers, 
Without ſuch a deputed body, the meaſures you have juſt agreed 
to can have no continued ſupport. It is the great diſadvantage of 
the people, that, in all- their exertions, the. collective body can- 
not frequently be called. together; it would be too fatiguing to aſs 
ſemble the Frecholders from every part of this great County, on 
any but great and- important queſtions. The appointment of a 
Committee to manage the detail of buſineſs, is uſual i in matters of 
lets moment; in a queſtion of this magnitude it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary; it is indeed the only. pacific, meaſure by which you can 
have a chance of ſucceſs. - Before the. commencement. of theſe 
County- Meetings, I. found diſcontents - prevailing, and 1 heard 
language which, in my. apprehenſion, , had a tendency. to commo- 
tion: 1 thought it behoyed an honeſt man to try what could be 
done for procuring Redreſs by regular and legal means, With this : 
view I came forward from that ſituation of obſcure, but happy in- 
| deppgence, fron which nothing could re brought me forth; but 
"IE: n 


Aa) 


Akenſoof danger to the Liberties of our Country. What has Pig 
"Bone by the Committee, appears to me to have been for the good 
of the Countty; and I am alfo fully ſatisfied, it has been done 
fully. There was a time when men in power were not a little 
concerned to find out any illegality in the proceedings of your 
Committee: If there had been any, it much behoved them te 
point it out. If other arguments for the lawfulneſs of Com- 
mittees were wanting, I ſhould be fatisfied in it from the ac- 
quieſcence of thoſe men whoſe intereſt it was to hreak them up. 
In the courſe of this buſineſs I have had my ſhare of fatigue, 
I have met with obloquy and reproach, but I ſtood forth from 
an apprehenſion of danger to the Conſtitution: I feel myſelf ſup- 
ported by the conſciouſneſs of having acted as became an honeſt 
man; *unconneRted with men in powef or out of it: T am happy 
in the approbation which my friends have expreſſed; and while I 
have the confidence of this ener; re (i I hall. not n Al * 
de Public Service. EN NEO . 
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21 tore 4 more hat the Committee ae prend Vich its 
former tare | | | 

The motion Hor re-appointing the Committee 1 been 
paſſed, Refolutions, expteſſing the ſenſe of the Meeting, reſpect- 
ing the benefits which will accrue to the Nation from the œco- 
nomical Bills,” &c. paſſed laſt Seflion ; and thanking Lord Viſ- 
count Galway, Mr. H. Peirſe, and Mr. Frankland, for their diſ- 

| Intereſted ſupport of a Petition which affects their private . 
in Ferrer were 1 agreed _ 7 


08D: GALWAY. then roſe, and telt his FORTY ng in 
finding that any act he had done merited the approbation of ſo re- 


rao . His TOs Gans them that he 
had 


633) 


had the honour of propoſing a ſimilar Petition to the preſent one 
at the late Meeting of Nottinghamſhire, which, though then 
ſigned but by few Names, the Meeting being. thinly attended, 
(owing to inſufficient Notice) had now received the Signature of 
a conſiderable majority of the Frecholders:- Nothing ſhould be 
wanting in his endeavours, either: in or out of the Houſe, to pro- 
mote the objects of theſe Petitions. His Lordſhip declared his 

rſuaſion, that as we have reaſon to think the preſent Mi- 
niſtry are with us in the Meaſure of promoting an Equality in the 


Parliamentary Repreſentation, it cannot be urged Torward in a 


better 1 moment. than the auen 


The Meeting having alſo voted thanks to the Rev. 1 . 


Wyvill, he came forward, and ee 


| Mr. Che acmaviads | 

I feel myſelf much at a loſs for IA Fam: eh affected by: 
the vote of thanks, by ſo reſpectable an aſſembly. I can only ſay, 
fince my conduct has the approbation of this Meeting, I truſt I 


ſhall have the honeſty and the courage to perſevere in it. 
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COMMITTEE of ASSOCIATION 


COUNTY of YORK, 


by 


On .the als 18th, 20th, and 21ſt Days of e e 1782. 


8 TAvERN, Dec. 17, 1782. 
68 1 of the Co MIT TEE Of ASSOCIATION 
for the County of York, 
Preſent forty-ſeven Members, 

Read Letters from the Chairmen of the Committees of Not- 
tinghamſhire, Weſtminſter, Southwark, Norfolk, Somerſetſhire, 
Gloucefterſhire, London, Middleſex, Flintſhire, and Carnar- 
vonſhire; the Mayors or Town-Clerks of Biddeford, Liverpool, 
York, Doncaſter, Pool, Petersfield, ' Hereford, Glouceſter, and 
Bridport ; the Conſtables of Mancheſter ; and the Sheriffs or De- 
puty-Sheriffs of the Shires of Moray, Stirling, Haddington, La- 
nark, and Fife, received by the Chairman of this Committee, 
in anſwer to his Circular Letter of the 1ſt of November laſt, 
ſent in purſuance of the order of this Committee made that 4 


Adjourned to the Day es. | 
York 


5 . 56) ; 
es en ee" Your Tavan, Dec. 18, 1782. 
”T the 1 MezTinG of ay Seen of 
er 98 1 N E 
Preſent Aer er Members, ee 
Read Letters from the Chairman of the Suſſex Committee, the 
Secretary to the Huntingdonſhire Committee; the Mayors or 
Town-Clerks of Bedford, Tenby, Leiceſter, and Nottingham ; 
the Provoſt of Glaſgow, and the Sheriff of the Shire of Argyle, 
in anſwer to the Chairman's Circular Letter of the rſt of No- 
| —wembes A 


| Reſolved 1 That this Seienden is arty per- k 
| Tuaded of the propriety and conſiſtency of the Rev. Mr. ho" peo 8 


| Conduct upon all occaſions, as Chairman of this Committes. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the OD of this Committee be 

given to the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, for his unremitting attention and 

indefatigable zeal i in condacting = Gulitels of this Committee. : 
91 <4 Cs AER M44 4 101 . ; 

Read Fe 1 of the POR of a Petition to be offered wo 

che conſideration of the Freeholders who ſhould attend the pre- 

vious * that . at the e . Adjourned. 
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T2 Mrrrixe of the n of N rem 
appointed by the General Meeting of the e of J | 


| held 1 19th * of December, 1782, _ 
Preſent gat rr Members. 


* 


22 


— 


* 


Hh > 1 01 i 
* Reſelved That Sir Thomas Gaſcoigne, Bart. be added to a 


Committee. 


| Reſolved, That this Committee will exert itſelf with untemitted 
attention and zeal to execute the truſt repofed in them, by the 
appointment of the County of” York, on the 9 7 of Bean. 


1782. 


Read a Letter from the 8 of nem in ber- k ; 
ther anſwer to the Circular Letter of the 1ſt of November oy £4 


n the day nee e en % Wi 1 uf b: i | 


_ York Tavern, Dee. 21, 1003. 
EAD nod approved: the Letter prepared by the Chairman, as 
a proper anſwer to the ſeveral public Bodies, who have given 
their opinion and advice on the * of the Circular Letter enn f 


November I» 7798, : Nat 5 


Reſolved, That this Committee be ries; fabje&t to a Call bot 
the Sub-Committee, | or by the Chairman, at the requiſition of hs 
five vers. | | 


c. WYVILL, Chairman: / . 
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